‘petent journeymen plate

SUNSHINE HARVESTER

CASE-

e,

TIHE COST OF |LIVING.

——

. Melbourpe, October 22,
The heaving of the application by Hugh
V. McKay, of the Sunkhine Harvester
Company, for a certificatd exempting him
from'the payment of duty lunder the Excise
Act of 1908, was continuefl before the Ar-
bitration Court to-day.

Mr. Schutt, counsel .for . MeKay, re-|
marked that it had been stated thaf a wit-|

ness who gave evidence on Friday last had

since been dismissed from his: employment. |

The suggestion was that the employe had
been dismissed in consequence of having
given evidence for the employes. McKay
had made cnquiries, and a letter had been

received from the witness’ late employers, |
who stated in the most direct manner that|
the giving of evidence in the case by the|
witness had nothing whatever to do.with|

his dismissal.
Mr. Justice Higgins said he paid no. atten-
tion to statements of the kind referred to.
My, Arthur, counsel for the unions, fur
nished copies of volumes containing the re-

cords of determinations by the New Zea-
Jand wages boards. He pointed  out that|
these showed that awards had been made|,

as -follows: — Auckland +~ Iron and brass
moulders, not-less than 1/1}% per hour; com-
: orkers, 1/3. Wel-
lington —- Moulders, 1/1}..(0tago—Moulders,
1/3, with some distinctio
neymen, “who ‘deemed | themselves - mot
capable of earning the |minimum ' wage,

Auckland—Moulders, inchiding agricultural

implement makers, 1/3; ti smiths, 1/2; tin-
plate sheet metal operatives, 1/13.

in favor of jour-||
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~ David Skidmore, iron oulder, employed

by the. Austral Otis Engipeering Company.|

and treasurer of the Iro

_ _ oulders’ Union,
stated that the minimum

fo 10/6. There were over 200 in the Mel-
bourne brauch of the unjfon. . Shops pay-
Ing the = minimum . wage were the Aus-
tral  Otis, J. & T[] Muir, Robin-

son’ Bros., Nixon's Australian Steell

Company, McKenzie's, | Roberts’,  and
others.  He knew " no moulder
in the Austral Otis Werks getting less
than the fixed minimum, wage, The wages
hoard had reduced the Wages from 10/ to
8 per day, the employes agreeing, because

the employers said that the then tariff was|
too_low, being only 12} per cent.. Thel
agricultural implement makers argued that|
they conld not  compete, with imported |

machines if thev paid more than 8/. Some

20 vears ago the wage wasg 10/, Xe himself ]!

and some others were paid 1)/. At Lang-
land’s fonndry he received 10/8, but the
rate dropped gradually to 9/ and 8/,  This
was largelv due to the fact that appren-
tices were mot properly taught their trade,
and jo\urnevmm were being. induced to-ac-
cent less than the minimum wage becguse
of their incompetence, :
Mr. Justice Higging—Do you 'mean that
there are imperfectly-trained youths on ac
count of whom journeymen allow their
rutes to be ent? .
The Witness—Yes, in order to save their
places, The omployers take on slightly in.
ferior men, because they will work  for
something lese, and in consequence really
comnpelent men have to walk about the
streets idle for weeks and months,
Continuing, the witness said when  de-
pression eame after the boom the moulders
ronsented to a reduction to 9/, After 18
months or two years, they gradually got
the old, wage restored. They tried to get
the aaricultural implement men to  join
in with the union, ro that they, too,
chould have 10/. In the busy scasonsg union
men were taken info the implement works
at 10/ and over. Men for agricultural im.
plement work had been advertised for at
10:8. He had ‘a wife and| four children,
and at the time of - the starch enquiry he
wap surprised at the evidence given as to
the cost of living, e asked hi« wife why

age:-in-his trade|:
for moulders had been fixed at 10/ per day, |
pipe_moulders, however, ranging from 8/6




the money he gave her seemed to go ®0
quiclklv, and his wife had now made out n
it of her weekly household expenses; as
follows:—Groceries, 12/; njeat, 7/6: “brend,
3,/6; mik, 3/; fruil and| vegetables, 8/;
newspaper, 6d.; fuel, 13; cpke, 1/; gas, 2/8;
lodge, 1/3. Total, €2 0/ In addition,
had to be reckoned | rent, clothing,
school-books. fares, and |other requisites,
"Phe moulders considered phat agricultural
implement work had bee '
them. In a union shop the union ‘‘shop
steward” had a right to psk other men
what their wages were, and if he doubted
them he could ask to see |the money they
received, hut he could not|force a reply.
No union man would be dllowed by the
union to work for less tharf 10/ per day un-
less he received the perpission of the
union. An old member might on considera-
tion be allowed to accept §/ per day. The
urion had to pay for incompetent hands.
They had had a rule that gny member pro-
posing an incompetent man{ for membership
should be fined. Incompetent men suffered
for their own fault or mikfortune, but if
emploved they brought w: b
2/, and made all suffer. he majority of
ironmoulders in Melbofirn¢ were members
of the union. After the [strike for 11/ a
day 10/8 was awarded, and at the confer-
ence of 1801 the wage was further reduced
to 10/4,  The recent Sydnev conference
fixed the rate at 10/ for-eight hours. :
~Joseph Tlgnnon, secretary of the Iron-
founders’ Union, said from his experiences
that men earning 7/ per dpy could not get
a decent house of four ro¢ms at less rent
than 10/ or 11/ per week.| Rents had in-
creased during the last fow vears by from
20 to 25 per cent. His o pay was 63/
por week. and he handed Jn a list of his
household expenses for abjolute necessities,
which totalled £2 4/5. IHe was a married
man with two children. . -

A lady from a southern| suburb, : whose
‘hudhand is an engine-drivgr in_a  factory,
said she was given £3 per] week, and that
her weeklv housekeeping gynenses were as
follows:—Rent, 12/6; lodee| 1/6: bread, 5/9;
milk, 2/9: groceries, 15‘{': vegetables, 3/;
newspapers, 9d.: meat, 10/; firewood, 2/4:
gas, 1/: froit, 1/: total, £2 18/7.  She had
seven children, two of whom earned be-
tween them 107 per week, which sum nearly
kent the family in clothing.  Ont of her
house monev she paid  £1111/11 half-vearly
for her huwsband's insurance for €100 at
denth or at the age of 55 years. The cost
of bread, butter, sugar, meat, rvent, and
other things had gone up in recent times,
A neivhboring familv lived on 3%/ in a
tumble-down place of three roomy that was
not fit ta live in. The man wan steady,
Bt the family had to beg and barrow from
(he newhbors an they eonld not live a de
cent respectable life on 38/,

The court adjonrned, '




